
Notecards – Made by Our Children
Notecards made by our Mount Vernon children 
may be purchased for $10.00 per package of 10. All 
proceeds benefit the Danville-Pittsylvania County 
Habitat for Humanity (our Advent offering). 
You may pick up notecards at the church in the glass 
enclosure by the fellowship hall door (9 a.m.– 5:30 
p.m.  Monday–Thursday). Take the packages you 
need, and either mail your check to the church (107 
W. Main St., 24541) or drop your check in the mail 
slot at the West Main Street entrance. Make checks 
payable to “Mount Vernon Church” with “Habitat 
cards” or “Advent offering” on the memo line.

Sunday, December 20
The service will feature virtual performances by our 

Aldersgate Choir, Aldersgate Ringers, and   
Youth and Children’s choirs, as well as a piano/cello 

 duet by a guest musician and Juliet Cho.

A  
MUSICAL CELEBRATION  

OF CHRISTMAS

 
CHRISTMAS EVE

SERVICE

These and all services are accessed from the 
Mount Vernon website (mtvernonumc.org) 

 and on YouTube.

As always at Mount Vernon, this service    
    will include communion and singing   
       beloved carols, including  
  “Silent Night” by candlelight.

Watch for emails explaining when and where 
 you can pick up prepacked communion 

elements and candles for this online service.

Youth and children’s 
choirs and the Aldersgate 

Choir will combine to 
sing “O Holy Night.” 

Treats for Teachers and Staff 
at Park Avenue School 
The Missions Committee will deliver holiday treats 
for the teachers and staff at Park Avenue Elementary 
School on December 16. We are asking the congre-
gation to donate individually wrapped snack foods. 
Place snacks in the glass enclosure at the fellowship 
hall door on December 14 and 15 between 9 a.m. 
and 5:30 p.m., and on December 16 until 10 a.m.
Let's spread Christmas Cheer safely. 
                                                        – Missions Committee 

Online Worship During the Holidays
There is one benefit to be found in this 2020 holiday season, 
when we can’t gather to worship in person: Anyone anywhere 
can access our online worship services, at a convenient time.
Consider sharing the information about Mount Vernon’s online 
services with your out-of-town family members or with friends 
or co-workers who might be looking for “church” during the 
Christmas season while staying safe at home. They can go to 
the church website, or you could forward the email with the 
link for the service.  
If you subscribe to the Mount Vernon UMC channel on 
YouTube, you can receive notifications as the online worship 
videos are uploaded: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCD9sqMhzIIOxLPmtTNUwrLw. Click “Subscribe.” If you have 
access to YouTube on your TV, you can watch the services on it.



On behalf of the 
Finance Committee,
I want to thank everyone who has submitted 
a pledge for 2021. Your continued generosity 
is a testament to the good works that 
occur every day as part of our wonderful 
community here at Mount Vernon.
If you have not yet returned a pledge, I 
encourage you to do so as promptly as you 
can. As of the beginning of this month, 
approximately 25 families that submitted 
a pledge in 2020 had not done so for 2021. 
These pledges represented roughly $69,000, 
or nearly 23%, of our total pledges for 
2020. Without an accurate pledge figure, 
it is difficult for the Finance Committee to 
prepare an accurate budget for the upcoming 
year.
As always, do not hesitate to contact me or 
our church administrator, Sandie Parker, with 
any questions that you have with respect to 
the financial health of Mount Vernon.
         – Steven Gould, Chair, Finance Committee

Jean Bramham Read died on November 4, 
2020, after a brief battle with Covid 19. Jean 
was born in Richmond, Va., on September 
17, 1926, and grew up in South Hill, Va. She 
was a graduate of Mary Washington College 
and lived most of her life in Danville. She 
was married to Lewis W. Read and was 
a loving mother to their son, Gregory Read, who died in 
2016. She was the curator of the National Tobacco-Textile 
Museum, a member of the Dorothea Henry Chapter of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution, and a member of  
Mount Vernon UMC. She spent the last four years of her 
life in Charlottesville at Rosewood Village Assisted Living 
Greenbrier.

Third-graders  
Receive Bibles
The following children 
received Bibles and 
were shown in the 
recorded Children’s 
Sabbath service on 
November 22:

Samuel Eugene
Katherine Daniel

Sage Abercrombie
Anne Hatton Mitchell

Colton Underwood 
Kyle LaRoss

Our Advent Bible Study continues on 
Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. on Zoom: 
December 9 and 16. We are reading 
Adam Hamilton's new book, Incarnation: 
Rediscovering the Significance of Christ-
mas. It’s not too late to join. Contact Jae 
Cho for information about joining the 
study, which he is leading.

In chapter 1, “Of Presidents and Kings,” Hamilton says of 
Jesus:  “I don’t know your politics, but if you are a Christian, 
I know your King. His Sermon on the Mount, his parables, 
and his great commandments calling us to love God and 
neighbor represent the laws of his kingdom. Our allegiance 
to him comes above all other allegiances.”

See, the home of God is among mortals.   
He will dwell with them; they will be his peoples,  

and God himself will be with them:  
he will wipe every tear from their eyes.  

Death will be no more; mourning and crying and pain 
will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”  

Revelation 21: 3–5 

We are 
getting 
ready for 
Christmas.

Thanks to Margaret Scott, Peggy Wright, and Jan 
Sutherland.

Financial Information for the End of 2020
We would appreciate it if you can have all contributions 
for 2020 in the church office by December 30, although  
contributions dropped off or postmarked by December 
31 (no later) will be credited to you for 2020. 
Thank you, again, for your faithful giving.   



                      December, 2020

Dear Members and Friends of Mount Vernon Church:  

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, Lord Jesus Christ, we are 
mindful that this season will be different. We must remember that 
in times past people celebrated Christmas through difficult times. 
Take your time, find God in your heart, let there be cheer, and most 
of all, stay well.

The Missions Committee has an ambitious Advent Offering for 
2020. We would like to divide our offering between Habitat for 
Humanity and the scholarship program at the YMCA.

The Deshazor family is ready to move into their new house 
just in time for Christmas, thanks to Habitat for Humanity. 
This Habitat home is the forty-seventh home built by 
Habitat in Danville-Pittsylvania County since 1991. The 
house, located on Chatham Avenue,  will be ready for the 
decorations, a tree, and the smell of Christmas cookies. 
This is what Habitat is all about. It is not just making a 
dream come true, it is also about making our commitments 
in life work. The Missions Committee wants to renew 
our offering from a year ago and help another family in 
Danville to make a commitment of home ownership.

For generations, the YMCA has been an asset to our community. Reaching all citizens, the Y offers 
scholarships to families and young people. The scholarship program provides full or supplemental 
scholarships for membership and/or programs such as basketball, swimming lessons, after school 
programs, and summer day camps. The Y provides a fun, safe, and character-building experience 
for young people.

I taught special education years ago at G.W. Like other 
teachers, I see past students from time to time. A few 
years ago, I saw a former student of mine and he told me 
that the Y saved him when he was growing up. This man, 
now in his 30s, is married with two kids, and he works for 
the city. Does the YMCA change lives? The answer is yes.

Our goal for the offering is $3,500. I know we can do it. If you have the paper edition of this 
newsletter, use the envelope provided and mail it to Mount Vernon  United Methodist Church, 107 
West Main Street, Danville VA 24541. If you are reading the email newsletter, please mail a check 
and on the memo line be sure to write “Advent Offering.” 

Let there be joy in the air and Jesus in our hearts this Christmas season.

Robert Wooding: Chair, Missions Committee



Mount Vernon’s children have enjoyed two recent gatherings. In November they met to 
prepare for the Children’s Sabbath service, making the large mural that was used for our 

Habitat for Humanity notecards and recording their music and readings. In December they 
met to make Christmas crafts and prepare for the December 20 Christmas Music service. 

The children did a beautiful job leading us in worship on Children’s Sabbath. Their 
 singing and readings were such an inspiration to all, and we are very thankful 

 for each of them!                                – Beth Bauman



    
Gifts in memory of Andrew Farley  

have been received from  Wright Garrett,   
Beth & John Ranson,  and  Janice Sutherland.

A gift in memory of  Jean Read 
has been received from  Jean Harper Vernon.

Gifts in memory of  Bill Stephens  
have been received from Bill & Ellen Dey,   

Elizabeth & Coleman Hylton,  Catherine Bendall,  
Clara Fountain,  Budge & Carolyn Kent,   

Nelson & Emma Rich,  Helen & Jim Cheyney,   
J.G. & Ann Hurt,  Linwood & Peggy Wright,    

Ken & Suzanne Miller,  Bill & Betty Ann Smith,   
Ellen Beville & Eddie Mitchell,  Frances McMillan,   

 Joe & Anne Foster,  Claude & Lamar Owen,   
Janice Sutherland,  Jean Harper Vernon,   

John & Beth Ranson,  Hazel Coleman,  Patricia Maurakis, 
and  Richard & Betty Turner. 

 A gift in memory of   Roberta Havens Martin 
 has been received from  Evelyn Turner. 

A gift in memory of  John LeRoy “Lee” Bowman, 
father of Sam Newell, has been received from  

John & Beth Ranson.

Gifts in memory of  John Stoneburner  
 have been received from  Jean Harper Vernon, 

J.G. & Ann Hurt,  Linwood & Peggy Wright,   
The Landis Sunday School Class,  Vickie Hite, 

Bill & Betty Ann Smith,  Catherine Bendall,     
Ellen Beville & Eddie Mitchell,  Patricia Maurakis,  

  Anne & Peter Moore,  Marcia Turner,  Katherine Milam, 
Jessie & Jerrye Mayhew,  Deborah Murray,   

Budge & Carolyn Kent,  Susan & Jim Daniel,   
William H. Smith,  Wright Garrett,  Joe & Anne Foster,  

Landon & Kathryn Wyatt,  Glenn & Pat Giles, 
  Maria Marta & J.D. Andrews,  Janice Sutherland,    

Thomas & Cecilia Alabanza,  Bill & Betty Yates,   
Frances Skenderis,  Harry Lea,  John & Beth Ranson,   
Claude & Lamar Owen,  Daniel & Deborah Murray,  

and  Scott, Holly, Tanner, & Mason Lewis. 
Scan with cell phone  

for online giving

December Birthdays

  1 Bernard Thomas
  2 Catherine Adkins
  4 Paige Johnson
  5 Lee Searcey
  6 Kathryn Baer 
 Remmus Milligan 
 Cheryl Sule 
 Amy Echols
  7 Bonnie Griffith 
 Andrew Long
  8 Karen Miller
10 Ann Hurt
11 Katherine Daniel
13 Leah Cooter
14 Patsi Compton 
 Joyce Fuquay 
 Stephanie Keck
15 Terry Deane Harris

27 John Cornett
28 Fran Ashby
29 Neil Allen 
 Thomas Booker 
 Mark Milam 
 Ann Stuart Ray
31 Emily Bennett

January  
Birthdays

   1 Emma Tatum Rich
  2 Betty Ann Berry 
 Bill Fuller
  3 Brad Hodges
  4 Caroline Hylton
  5 Kate Newell
  6 June Thomas
  8 Suzanne Fisher 
 Sam Swanson, Jr.
  9 Stephen Daniel
13 Robin Crews 
 Kathy Fowler 
 Jim Moyer
14 Eric Bucklew 
 Christine  
             Ethington 
 Clinton Wickers 
 Joe Cornett 
       Robin Woodson
16 Jan Sutherland
17 Michael Chandler 
 Emily Hylton
20 Margaret Scott
21 Lois MacFadden
22 Christian Clifton
23 Howard Lester
24 Sue Lea 
 Ashley Marley 
 Ann Williamson
25 Mary Hawkins 
 Catharine Meador 
 Whit Williamson

At home:   Dorothy Stephens, 
Frances Stoneburner,  
Rev. Joyce Johnson,   

Bill Hardy,  Berkeley & Van Keck 
At Blue Ridge Rehab:  Betty Jennings

At Roman Eagle:   
Marian Adkins,  Tom Darkis

At Commonwealth/Stratford House:   
Ruth Waggoner 


