
Children’s Sabbath
Our Mount Vernon children will lead the 
worship service on Sunday, November 22. 
Children (kindergarten through 6th grade) 
will meet in the fellowship hall on Sunday, 
November 8,  4:30 – 5:45 p.m., to prepare 
for the service. During this Children’s 
Workshop on November 8, Jae Cho will meet 
with parents of
children in the 
sanctuary for a 
time of devotion, 
prayer, and catch- 
ing up with each 
other.

On Sunday, November 8, we celebrate Commitment Sunday, 
which represents the culmination of our annual stewardship 
season at Mount Vernon. On this day each year, we offer 
financial pledges for the upcoming year, having prayerfully 
considered the monetary contributions that we can make to 
the ministries of our church. If you have not yet returned your 
pledge card, please do so at your earliest convenience.
Over the last several weeks, Jae has spoken to us about this 
year’s campaign theme, Faith for Tomorrow. This is such a 
fitting, hopeful encapsulation of what we believe as Christians 
and as Methodists, particularly in a moment such as now when 
we rely on our faith in a better, healthier, more just future to 
sustain us.
Our community at Mount Vernon has remained a source of 
love, support, and fellowship during the current year, even 
when we have not been able to gather in person, and we look 
forward to the future day when we can safely reconvene.
With our pledges, we plan for that day and beyond, and we also 
reaffirm our commitment to the important work that Mount 
Vernon does during this interim period. From investing in our 
wonderful staff and ministries to meeting our apportionment 
responsibilities to maintaining the historic building that we 
have inherited, our financial contributions to the church are 
absolutely essential.
Through this congregation’s generosity and faithfulness, we 
have continued to meet our financial obligations this year. This 
accomplishment speaks volumes about our community here 
at Mount Vernon.
On behalf of the Finance Committee, I ask that you 
demonstrate your faith for tomorrow through your continued 
monetary support of Mount Vernon. Together, we will 
see one another, and our larger community in Danville, 
through these troubled times and be ready to embrace 
the possibilities that a new tomorrow holds for us all.       
                                      – Steven Gould, Chair, Finance CommitteeIf you did not receive a pledge card or have misplaced it, a copy 
is printed on page XX of this newsletter.

Advent Bible Study:  “Incarnation”
I am excited to announce that we will be 
offering a four-week online Bible Study for 
Advent! We will study Adam Hamilton’s 
new book, Incarnation: Rediscovering the 
Significance of Christmas. Everyone is invited!

This weekend we celebrate Commitment Sunday, which 
represents the culmination of our annual stewardship 
season at Mount Vernon. On this day each year, we 
offer financial pledges for the upcoming year, having 
prayerfully considered the monetary contributions that 
we can make to the ministries of our church. If you have 
not yet returned your pledge card, please do so at your 
earliest convenience.
Over the last several weeks, Jae has spoken to us about 
this year’s campaign theme, Faith for Tomorrow. This 
is such a fitting, hopeful encapsulation of what we 
believe as Christians and as Methodists, particularly in 
a moment such as now when we rely on our faith in a 
better, healthier, more just future to sustain us.
Our community at Mount Vernon has remained a source 
of love, support, and fellowship during the current year, 
even when we have not been able to gather in person, 
and we look forward to the future day when we can 
safely reconvene.
With our pledges, we plan for that day and beyond, and 
we also reaffirm our commitment to the important work 
that Mount Vernon does during this interim period. From 
investing in our wonderful staff and ministries to meeting 
our apportionment responsibilities to maintaining the 
historic building that we have inherited, our financial 
contributions to the church are absolutely essential.
Through this congregation’s generosity and faithfulness, 
we have continued to meet our financial obligations this 
year. This accomplishment speaks volumes about our 
community here at Mount Vernon.
On behalf of the Finance Committee, I ask that you 
demonstrate your faith for tomorrow through your 
continued monetary support of Mount Vernon. Together, 
we will see one another, and our larger community in 
Danville, through these troubled times and be ready to 
embrace the possibilities that a new tomorrow holds for 
us all.        – Steven Gould, Chairman, Finance Committee

If you have not received a pledge card in the mail or have 
misplaced it, please see page 2 for a copy.

“Bestselling author Adam Hamilton
examines the meaning behind the names of 

Christ, giving historical and spiritual signi-
ficance of his birth and how the meaning 

behind the names might affect the difference 
he makes in our lives this Christmas.”
Wednesday nights, 7 p.m., on Zoom 

November 18 and December 2, 9, and 16           
                                            –  Jae W. Cho



FAITH FOR TOMORROW 2021 mvumc stewardship campaign

Thanks to our Mount Vernon Church family for your generous support 
of the 2020 Danville CROP Walk! As the planning team gathered last 
spring, we could not imagine how to successfully pull off a CROP Walk 
in a pandemic. However, with encouragement from the national office, 
and deep concern for the impact of the global pandemic both locally 
and in the developing world, we decided to go virtual! 
We are overjoyed that our community came through in a big way 
and, at this time, our total is $20,702.00, bringing the total since the 
Danville walk was established in 2008 to almost $200,000! 
Mount Vernon Church is well-represented on the walk planning team 
including Robert and Margaret Wooding, Frank Davis, Lin and Gary 
Benefield, and Beth Bauman. 
Mount Vernon Church raised $6,245.00 this year, including donations 
by our corporate sponsors. Of that amount, $1,345.00 was raised by 
our youth group! Our youth accepted a challenge to raise more money 
than Beth Bauman and, if they succeeded, they could dye Beth’s hair 

the color of their choice! 
Many thanks to our Mount 
Vernon corporate sponsors for 
their generous support this year: 
Family Eyecare Center (Dr. Briggs 
Bauman) and Townes Funeral 
Home (David and Joyce Fuquay).
Our money is having an impact 
in developing nations around the 
world and in Danville through the 
ministry of God’s Storehouse.

Danville Area 2020 CROP Hunger Walk

–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  



William (Bill) Stephens 
Bill lost his four weeks’ long 
battle with Covid-19 on the 
25th of October, with his 
partner by his side. He tried 
so desperately to stay here 
with all his friends and family. 
His passing leaves an empty place in so many lives 
that simply cannot be filled.
Bill graduated from George Washington High 
School and Danville Community College. He 
retired from American National Bank, where he 
worked for 46 years, rising from the mailroom 
to become Vice President of Technology 
Development.
During his spare time, Bill always made beautiful 
music. Over 30 years’ time, he shared his lovely 
tenor voice through several choirs, including 
the Mount Vernon Methodist Church choir, the 
Greensboro Choral Society, and The Bel Canto 
Company. Bill gave back to the musical community 
in many ways, including serving as past President 
of the Music Arts Guild of the University of North 
Carolina of Greensboro.
Bill loved to travel and experience new things. 
Never has there been a happier person than Bill 
rolling his suitcase off the jetway in some foreign 
country, passport in hand, and ready for another 
adventure. His warmth, smile, laugh, genuine 
friendship, and obvious enjoyment of life will be 
so deeply missed by all of us.
Donations may be made to The Bel Canto Compa-
ny, 200 N. Davie St. Box 8, Greensboro, NC 27401, 
or the church of your choosing.

John Moore Stoneburner, MD
Dr. Stoneburner, 93, passed away on 
October 27.  He was born and raised in 
Richmond, VA, in a family of strong faith, 
close family ties, and a deep commitment to 
professional excellence. He graduated from 
Thomas Jefferson High where he played on 
their state champion basketball and football 
teams and gave the commencement address at graduation. 
He received his BS degree from the University of Richmond 
and his medical degree from the Medical College of Virginia 
where he met and married the love of his life, Frances Milam. 
His complete devotion to her was evident throughout their 70 
years together.  
John served as 2nd lieutenant in the U.S. Army Medical Corps 
Battalion aid station in Korea where he was awarded a Bronze 
star for valor. After the war, he had a residency in surgery at 
MCV, then a fellowship in cardiothoracic surgery with pioneering 
heart surgeons Drs. Cooley and DeBakey at Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston. John was in private practice in surgery in 
Danville for 42 years. 
John was always up for a celebration or an adventure with his 
family and friends. When he was not on call he would load 
up the children and a few of their cousins and head off to the 
mountains for skiing, to Smith Mountain for sailing and boating, 
or to Gloucester, VA, to the beloved River cabin (Wakaigan), his 
childhood family vacation home where the Stoneburners for 
years and generations have celebrated family together. 
John was a passionate golfer and still played regularly. He was 
a long time active member of Mount Vernon United Methodist 
Church, and he and Frances were avid bridge players.
Contributions may be made to Mount Vernon United Methodist 
Church or to the Alzheimer’s Association, 225 North Michigan 
Avenue, Fl. 17, Chicago, IL  60601. 

“The Communion of Saints” and All Saints Day
First of all, what does “communion of saints” mean? 
Every time Christians say the Apostles’ Creed, we profess belief 
in the communion of saints. 
The term “communion of saints” refers to the whole community 
of faithful followers of Christ, living and dead, past, present, 
and future. 
United Methodist pastor Katie Shockley explains, "When we 
gather in worship, we praise God with believers we cannot 
see. When we celebrate Holy Communion, we feast with past, 
present, and future disciples of Christ. We experience the 
communion of saints, the community of believers – living and 
dead. This faith community stretches beyond space and time. 
We commune with Christians around the world, believers who 
came before us, and believers who will come after us.
“We believe that the church is the communion of saints, 
and as a believer, you belong to the communion of saints.”     
                                            – ”What We Believe,” umc.org

Al Hill 
January 12, 2020

James Swain 
August 25, 2020

Andrew Farley 
September 17, 2020

Bill Stephens 
October 25, 2020

And what about All Saints Day? 
On All Saints Day or on All Saints Sunday we remem-
ber Christians of every time and place, honoring those 
who lived faithfully, shared their faith, and point us 
to the way of Christ through the witness of their lives. 
Each year at Mount Vernon, on All Saints Sunday our 
service includes a reading of the names of church 
members who died in the past year. Listed below are 
the saints who were honored on November 1:

John Stoneburner 
October 27, 2020



On Wednesday, November 11, we observe Veterans Day. We would like 
to honor those members of our church and members of their imme-
diate families who have served or are serving in our Armed Forces.
J. Gary Benefield 
Staff Sergeant 
U.S. Air Force

Donald G. Cairns 
Commander 
U.S. Navy (Ret.)

James Cheyney 
Petty Officer 3rd Class 
U.S. Navy

Guy R. Cooter 
Corporal 
U.S. Marine Corps

Frank Davis 
Sergeant 
U.S. Army

We are saddened to have lost two of our veterans recently, Andy Farley and Dr. John Stoneburner. Andy was a World 
War II veteran in the Army Air Corps in the China-Burma Theater, and Dr. Stoneburner was a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army 
Medical Corps in the Korean War.
If anyone has a name to add to this list, please contact Bill Smith at 793-7432.  

Mary Ellen Dean 
Corporal 
U.S. Army WAC Corps

Earle Garrett III 
Lieutenant 
U.S. Navy

Wright Garrett 
Airman 2nd Class 
U.S. Air Force

Glenn Giles 
Corporal 
U.S. Army

E. Budge Kent 
Sergeant 
U.S. Army National Guard

Charles H. Majors 
Captain 
U.S. Army Reserve

Jesse Mayhew, Jr. 
Major 
U.S. Army Reserve

Harry D. Milam 
Specialist 3rd Class 
U.S. Army

Joseph B. Miller 
Colonel 
U.S. Army

Eddie Mitchell 
Sergeant 
U.S. Army

Sheryl “DeDe” Moyer 
1st Lieutenant 
U.S. Army Nurse Corps

James R. Moyer 
1st Lieutenant 
U.S. Army

Jason Payne 
E-4 
U.S. Army

William J. Smith 
Staff Sergeant 
U.S. Army

Pierce Turbiville, Jr. 
Lieutenant Colonel 
U.S. Air Force (Ret.)

Jesse Wall 
Staff Sergeant 
U.S. Air Force

Lewis Williamson 
Petty Officer 2nd Class 
U.S. Navy

John Wilt 
Colonel 
U.S. Air Force (Ret.)

Honoring Mount Vernon’s Veterans



Mount Vernon Youth Group:  “Take that, Coronavirus!”



  

At home:   Bill Hardy, 
Frances Stoneburner,  

Rev. Joyce Johnson,  Dorothy 
Stephens, Berkeley & Van Keck 

At Blue Ridge Rehab:  Betty Jennings
At Roman Eagle:  

Marian Adkins,  Tom Darkis
At Commonwealth/Stratford House:   

Ruth Waggoner 

A gift in memory of  Martha & Jimmy Spangler  
has been received from  

Sally Barnett and Susan Hendricks. 

 A gift in memory of Andrew Farley 
 has been received from Carolyn & Budge Kent. 

Gifts in memory of Dixie Briggs Bauman  
 have been received from  

Donald & Beverly Turner, Budge & Carolyn Kent,   
and Carol & Lewis Williamson. 

A gift in memory of Lois Bolling  
(mother of Karen Miller) has been received from  

Carol & Lewis Williamson.

November Birthdays

  1 Emma Tatum Rich
  2 Betty Ann Berry 
 Bill Fuller
  3 Brad Hodges
  4 Caroline Hylton
  5 Kate Newell

  
Our deepest sympathy

To the family of Bill Stephens,  
who died on October 25, 2020.

To the family of John Stoneburner,  
who died on October 27, 2020. 

To the family of Jean Read, 
who died on November 3, 2020.

11 Spencer Harris 
 Elizabeth Jefferies 
 Nicholas White 
 Linwood Wright
12 Helen Cheyney 
 Jay Spainhour
13 Ellen Dey
14 Joanna Miller
15 Douglass Dey 
 Rebecca Dey
16 Martha Jo Hodges
17 Rebecca Jones
19 Becky Jones 
 Peggy O’Sheel
20 Skylar Payne 
 David Slade Potts
21 Charles Majors 
 Bill Smith 
 Moira Smith
22 Alan Pearce
23 Linzy Dunn Ebel 

December 
Birthdays

   2 Kelly Brande 
 Mark Turbiville 
 Steve Weber
  3 Joyce Lewis
  4 Bill Hardy
  6 Tommy Hodges
  7 Elizabeth Leggett 
 Olivia Wilkes 
 Margaret Wooding
  8 Ian Cho 
        Van Keck
  9 Anne Stephens
10 Steve Daniels 
 J. G. Hurt

The Deshazor family is excited to show you 
the house they are building. Join them as we 
go live at their home during our Building Hope 
breakfast fundraiser on Tuesday, November 
10. Learn how you can offer another family 
in this area a safe, affordable, quality-built 
home by joining this virtual event. Register by 
visiting the Danville Habitat Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/danvillehabitat

 Hannah Hawkins 
 Henry Swanson
24 Donald Ethington 
 Delma Pierrre 
     Linda Sampson
25 John Wilt
26 Thomas Fuquay
28 Tom Burch 
 Nelson Rich
29 Ian Brande 
 Susan Daniel 
 Carr Slayton

Resuming In-Person Worship: Results of the Survey
In October we asked everyone to respond to a survey concerning 
return to in-person worship at Mount Vernon. Keeping in 
mind that the Virgina Conference would require 6-foot social 
distancing, masks worn by all worshipers, no congregational 
singing or choir, health forms filled out by all, no nursery, no 
printed bulletins, and more:
40 (78%) responded:  “I/My family does not wish to return at this   
                                          time.”
9 (18%) responded: “I/My family would like to return with the  
                                           required safety protocals.”
3  (3%) responded:  “Other” or “Either is OK.”
Thank you to everyone who responded. This information is 
helpful to the Healthy Church Team and staff.


