
2020 Danville CROP Hunger Walk
The CROP Walk was virtual this year, and we are very pleased with 
the response from our church and community! Our Mount Vernon 
Youth and a few people from our church met at God’s Storehouse on 
October 4 and walked to the Community Market and back. Others 
walked around God’s Storehouse, on Main Street, on the Riverwalk 
Trail, in the mountains, in their basements, and all through the city. 

So far, we have collected $6,155.00 toward our Mount Vernon goal 
of $7,000.00. Typically money continues to come in for a couple of 
weeks.

It’s not too late to help us reach our goal! Please make checks payable to  
“Mount Vernon UMC,” and put “CROP Walk” in the memo line.  

Or donate online by going to danvillecropwalk.org, and clicking “DONATE.”

Our donations will have an 
impact ...

in Danville, through the   
ministry of God’s Storehouse;
in this country, as Church World Service teams up with other responders to 
help people after disasters such as hurricanes and devastating wildfires;  
around the world, as we see hunger and malnutrition alleviated ... gardens 
flourishing in barren land ... migrants and refugees finding homes even  
after every door has been closed ... houses standing strong  against nature’s    

     worst disasters. 
That’s the power of your compassion at work when it links to human resilience.



On behalf of the Finance 
Committee, I want to offer 
my continued thanks for our 
congregation’s generosity and 
faithfulness during such 
uncertain times. This commit- 

ment to Mount Vernon has allowed  our 
church to continue meeting all budgetary 
obligations in spite of the fact that 
the pandemic has prevented us from 
seeing one another in person since March.
Sandie Parker has ably stepped into the 
role of Church Administrator, and her 
responsibilities include those of our 
financial secretary. Please feel free to direct 
any questions that you have to her. I also 
want to recognize Evie Jackson for her role 
in facilitating a smooth transition over the 
last month. Evie has been a true blessing 
to Mount Vernon over the last 17 months.
Now that October is upon us, we turn 
to our stewardship season and to the 
preparation of our budget for 2021. In the 
coming weeks, you will hear from Jae and 
others about this year’s theme, “Faith for 
Tomorrow.” This is such a fitting, hopeful 
statement of what we believe as Christians 
and as Methodists, perhaps even more 
this year than any in recent memory. If you 
are interested in participating in this year’s 
stewardship campaign, please contact Jae 
at your convenience.
                                  –  Steven P. Gould, Chair

Greetings! 
As you will be aware, Lin Benefield retired in the spring of this year. The 
timing of this coincided quite closely with the changes to the worship 
schedule and church operations brought on by COVID-19. This was a 
well-deserved retirement that was long planned, and Lin made every 
effort to make her departure as smooth as possible. Let me pause to 
thank Lin for her faithful service these many years, and the grace with 
which she left us. Perhaps more remarkable still is the way she continues 
to serve Mount  Vernon as a volunteer by assuming vital responsibilities 
including the newsletter and website management. Thank you, Lin!
Evie Jackson served as Financial Secretary through the summer of 
2020. When Evie resigned, we saw an opportunity to consolidate 
responsibilities into a single position. That position is referred to as the 
Church Administrator. We began advertising during the summer and 
I’m pleased to say we hired Sandra Parker into the position effective 
September 8, 2020.

Sandra endured a series of virtual and in-person 
interviews with representatives from the Staff-Parish 
Relations Committee (SPRC), Finance Committee, 
and our pastor, and we were in agreement that she 
was well qualified and well suited to the role, and to 
service at Mount Vernon.
Sandra came to us with many years of experience as 

an elementary school teacher, prior to which she served as Accounting 
Manager for Pittsylvania County. Sandra is also the part-time Music 
Director at Trinity United Methodist.
Please join me in welcoming Sandra to our staff. Let me say how happy 
I am to have her on board and how blessed I feel we are as a church 
to have been able to make such a significant transition in such trying 
circumstance.
Peace my friends.                              David Parrish, Chair, SPRC

Mount Vernon Church Survey for Resumption of In-Person Worship
We would like to hear from as many of you as possible. Please respond by October 18 in one of the following ways:

•   Fill out the survey on this website (click “Survey” button on home page)
•   Print and mail this survey to Mount Vernon UMC, 107 West Main Street, Danville VA 24541
•   Email the church office at mtvernonumc@comcast.net with your response

Requirements from the Virginia Conference for in-person worship include:
•   Six-foot social distancing 
•   Masks worn by all worshippers
•   No congregational singing, choir, or soloists 
•   Each person must complete a Health Acknowledgement Form

____   I/My family would like to return to in-person worship with the required safety protocols.
____   I/My family does not wish to return to in-person worship at this time.

Are there other thoughts you want to share with church leaders as we prayerfully consider our next steps?

 
Name _____________________________________                  

•   No handshakes or hugging
•   No nursery or children’s time
•   Bulletins must be digital

–  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  –  



Recovering from illness:  
Vera Stephens, Bill Stephens,  

Carter Bauman

At home:  Frances Stoneburner,   
Rev. Joyce Johnson,  Bill Hardy, Dorothy Stephens,   

Berkeley & Van Keck 

At Blue Ridge Rehab:  Betty Jennings

At Roman Eagle:  Marian Adkins,  Tom Darkis

At Commonwealth/Stratford House:   
Ruth Waggoner 

  
A gift in memory of Patrick Martin, 

grandson of Glenn & Pat Giles, 
 has been received from Mary Lou Dunn.

A gift in memory of David Edmond Miller,  
brother of Ken Miller, has been received from  

Bill & Betty Ann Smith.

A gift in memory of Lois Bolling 
has been received from Mary Lou Dunn.

  
Our deepest sympathy

To the family of Andrew Farley, Jr., 
who died on September 17, 2020.

To the Newell family.  
Sam’s father, Lee Bowman,  

died on October 6.

October Birthdays
  1 Patrick Clifton 
 Rob Coleman 
 Nell Fredericksen 
 Jason Payne 
  2 Fred Duncan
  3 Jimmy Anglea 
 Scott Pearce
  4 Juliet Cho
  5 Eric Keck 
 Katherine Milam
  6 Alana Mitchell
  7 Ali Stephens-Pickeral
  8 Melissa Charles  
 Bobbye Ray Womack
10 Wyatt Scott
11 Catherine Rickmond
12 Betty Ann Smith 
 Zachary Smith
13 Stuart Coleman 
 Bailey Jones
14 Greyson Bennett 
 Lyndsey Long 
 Ben Parrish 
 Emily Potts 
 Piper Potts
15 Scott Garrett
17 Ben Caldwell 
 Jesse Mayhew
8 Kristin Fuquay 
 Lesley Harden
19 Jim Cheyney 
 Jennifer Ashby DeSanto 

  2 Kelly Brande 
 Mark Turbiville 
 Steve Weber
  3 Joyce Lewis
  4 Bill Hardy
  6 Tommy Hodges
  7 Elizabeth Leggett 
 Olivia Wilkes 
 Margaret Wooding
  8 Ian Cho 
        Van Keck

November Birthdays

19 Hayward Majors 
 Art McMillan 
 Ken Miller
20 Nick Longerbeam 
 Meredith Ray 
 Carolyn Smith
21 Julia Gibson 
 Erica Thomson
24 Skipper Morton
26 Barry Foster 
 Peggy Handy 
 Caden Payne
28   Charles Shepherd Turner
29 Diane Wall
30 Abby deAristizabal 
 Helen Jones

Andrew Farley, Jr. died 
on September 17, 2020, 
shortly after his 95th 
birthday celebration.
He was born in 1925 
in Danville, and upon 
graduating from George 

Washington High School in 1943, he served in the 
Army Air Corps until 1946, in the China-Burma-India 
Theatre of Operations.
He was a 1950 graduate of VPI in Blacksburg. His career 
as a civil engineer ended upon retirement in 1988. 
Mr. Farley was a life-long member of Mount Vernon 
Church and a regular at Wednesday fellowship dinners. 
His Mount Vernon Church family will miss him.

Congratulations  
to Steven and Megan Gould, proud 

parents of Julian Palmer Gould, 
born on October 4, 2020. 



Our youth group re-
cently began meeting 

again, following the 
protocols established 

by the Virginia Con-
ference. They enjoyed 

an outdoor meeting 
at the Baumans’ 

lake house and have 
been meeting in the 
fellowship hall with 

social distancing, 
masks, temperature 

checks, and other 
protocols in place. 
They are enjoying 

being together after 
many months apart. 

If you are following Bishop 
Sharma Lewis’s 21-day 

scripture reading plan, you 
can access the lists online 
on the Virginia Conference 

website:  vaumc.org.

The lists are also included 
in weekly worship service 

emails, as applicable.

to  

Leslie Barksdale  
and  

Sam Mantiply  
who were married on October 3 

 in Charlottesville


