
To register for the Mount Vernon team: 
•   Visit our website: www.danvillecropwalk.org
•   Click “REGISTER FOR WALK.”
•   Scroll to bottom of the page and find  
     “Mount Vernon United Methodist Church” 
     and click.
•   Register by completing information listed.

To collect cash and checks by using a collection 
envelope:

Stop by Mount Vernon Monday – Friday,  
7 a.m. -- 5:30 p.m. Pick up an envelope in 
the glass enclosure at the fellowship hall 
entry. (Envelopes may be dropped in the  
slot in the door next to church  office.)

To make a donation to the Mount Vernon team:
• By check:  Make check payable to “Mount  
   Vernon Church,” memo: “CROP Walk,” and  
   mail to 107 West Main Street, 24541.
• Online: Go to “Danvillecropwalk.org,” click  
    “DONATE” and choose our team, “Mount Ver- 
     non United Methodist Church.” 

Since the Danville Walk was established in 2008, 
we have raised almost $180,000 to fight hun-
ger and extreme poverty in Danville and around 
the world! Due to COVID-19, the needs have 
increased significantly, especially in develop-
ing countries where medical care is very poor.  
Mount Vernon has been a leader in these efforts 
since the first walk!

Questions? Call Beth Bauman, 434.489.6514. 

A Love Feast at Mount Vernon
We are planning a Love Feast (Agape Meal) during 
the online worship service on September 13.  We are 
not able to gather for Holy Communion, but this ritual 
will help us to recall Jesus' wider table ministry, as 
we “break bread” and share comfort and love. In this 
way we hope to feel less deprived of "gathering at the 
table" while we are physically separated. 
So what is a Love Feast? The United Methodist Book 
of Worship says: "The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a 
Christian fellowship meal recalling the meals Jesus 
shared with disciples during his ministry and express-
ing the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship) 
enjoyed by the family of Christ."
Here is what you will need to prepare: comfort food 
(cookies, bread, any snacks) and drinks (juice, coffee,  
water) – whatever you and your family will enjoy. You 
might bake cookies or bread with your child/children 
ahead of time. Then on Sunday morning, watch the 
service and follow the liturgy. The worship order will 
be emailed to you before the service and available on 
the church website, as usual. Print it and follow along.

2020 Danville Area Virtual CROP Hunger Walk
Saturday, October 4*    3:00 p.m. (optional)

To insure the safety of all, our 2020 CROP Walk  
is virtual – but the need could not be more real!

Participants will commit to walking alone or in small groups, 
anywhere you choose! In your neighborhood, on the  

Riverwalk Trail, wherever you wish.
 * CROP Walkers will walk throughout the city on October 4, 
but if another day or time works better for  you, that is fine. 
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Many of you may wonder when 
we will resume in-person worship 
and gatherings at Mount Vernon. 
We are doing the best we can to 
follow the most recent updates 
from the CDC, the governor, and 
the government. 

The Healthy Church Team has recently met and 
discussed the possibility of reopening the church. 
We agreed that we will postpone in-person worship 
and gatherings until we see signs of declining COVID 
cases around the nation and our community. Our 
main concern is your health, safety, and well-being. 
Our recent survey shows that the safety of our church 
families is the priority. 
In the meantime, we will continue to provide 
online worship services. We will monitor the 
situation closely and revisit this matter in the near 
future. As pastor of Mount Vernon UMC, I would like to 
thank our church families for being patient and faithful.
If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free 
to contact me. I will be glad to go over this with you. 
I will be praying that God would keep you safe and 
strong.
                             Grace and peace to you all, 
                                               Jae W. Cho

When Can We  
Return to In-Person 
Worship?

You should have received your year-
to-date giving statements last month. 
Through the continued faithful giving 
of our members, I am pleased to report 
that Mount Vernon remains in a strong 
financial position, six months into the 
pandemic. What a testament to what 
our church community means to us!

Much of the credit for the careful stewardship of our 
finances goes to Evie Jackson, who has assisted us as 
financial secretary since the spring of 2019. Several 
months ago, Evie informed us that she would be 
stepping away from her duties in order to have more 
time to spend with family, including parents who live 
several hours away. She concluded her work with us 
in late August but will remain available to assist us 
during the transition period. We are grateful for all of 
her assistance and guidance and wish her all the best.
If you need to speak with someone regarding a financial 
issue prior to the hiring of Evie’s successor, please 
contact me (sgould@byrnesgould.com; 792.2424) or 
Jae, and we will be happy to assist.
                                                   – Steven Gould, Chair

Thank you for allowing me the opportunity 
to work at Mount Vernon as your Financial 
Secretary the past year and a half. Your 
Church community was very welcoming and 
encouraging as I worked to establish strong 
financial practices for the Church.
    As I leave Mount Vernon, I have the 
opportunity to stay at home and spend time 
with my family, as my son George completes 
his final year in high school.
   I wish the kind and generous membership 
of Mount Vernon all the health and happiness 
for a successful future.
                                             All the best,

  Evie

While the Church Office Is Closed...
Our pastor and staff are mainly working from home. 
Please note their contact information:
Jae W. Cho,  Pastor:  678.770.9060,  jaewcho@ 
      gmail.com
Beth Bauman,  Children & Youth:  434.489.6514, 
      bbauman@comcast.net
Juliet Cho,  Music:   770.377.1871,  hisloverjuliet@ 
      gmail.com

Online Worship Services
To access the recorded worship services on Sundays, 
visit the church website at mtvernonumc.org or 
use the link provided in the weekly email that you 
receive on the previous Friday or Saturday. 
If you have not been receiving 
the weekly emails from the 
church with information 
about these services (as well 
as other announcements), 
please send your current 
email address to mtvernonumc@comcast.net. 
Our regular worship service team is joined each 
week by others: guest musicians and various church 
members leading the call to worship and singing the 
offertory music. 
For our children, Beth Bauman records a Godly Play 
lesson for most Sundays. These lessons are also 
accessed from the church website.



Thomas, who is Director of Sports Medicine/Head Athletic Trainer at Averett 
University, was named the 2020 Outstanding Staff Member of the Year, 
the university announced on August 11. According to the press release: 
“Underwood plays a crucial role in the success of Averett's 16 NCAA-
sponsored teams and keeps the welfare of student-athletes at the forefront 
of his actions.” His calm demeanor and friendly personality, and his diligent 
efforts to ensure the health and safety of Averett's faculty, staff, and students 
during the current COVID-19 pandemic were noted.
   Thomas has served in his current role since July 2014 after serving as 
assistant athletic trainer from September 2011 until his promotion to head 
of the department. In November 2017, he was awarded the Excellence in 
Teaching Award from Averett's chapter of the National Society of Leadership 
and Success for his commitment to grow the university's students.
     Thomas is the son of Joyce and Tom Underwood and father of Colton and 
Collins Underwood. 

Thomas Underwood Jr. Honored at Averett

Snacks for Park Avenue Elementary Will Fill a Snack Cart for Teachers
Thanks to all who donated snacks to support the teachers at our partner school, Park Avenue Elementary! 

From left:  Sharon Hicks, principal;  John 
Ranson;  Beth Bennett, assistant principal; 
 and Robert Wooding. 

Brian Cuthrell Finds a Forever Home for a Local Publication
As an archivist and manuscripts cataloger at the 
South Caroliniana Library at the University of South 
Carolina, Brian Cuthrell notices local magazines 
and newspapers wherever he goes. On visits with 
his parents, Frank and Eleanor Cuthrell, he reads 
Danville’s Evince Magazine, and recently he wondered 
if it was being collected and preserved anywhere. 
After some research showed only one copy on file 

anywhere outside of Danville, he contacted the 
Library of Virgina in Richmond – and the rest is history. 
Each of the 261 issues printed since Evince’s founding 
in 1996 is now available to researchers at Virginia’s 
oldest institution dedicated to preservation of the 
state’s history and culture.
For the full story, see the August 2020 issue of Evince.
(Free copies are available in many locations.)



The Cross and the Lynching Tree, by Dr. James 
Cone, provided a provocative, informative, 
challenging, and relevant study via Zoom 
in July and August. Not only was the book 
a timely reflection on racism during this 
moment of the Black Lives Matter movement 
and tragedies like those of the Charleston 
church massacre, but this deeply theological 
work provided insights into how our primary 
Christian symbol, the cross, provides an array 
of personal and group meanings. Dr. James 
Cone used imagery and examples in history both 
familiar and new to our group to deconstruct previous 
notions about our own understandings, particularly of 
the history of lynchings in the US and the relationship 
lynchings had to Black communities of faith. 

In the weekly group sessions, many times we noted 
how we are "unlearning" as much as we are "learn-
ing." By the end of the book, all of our group members 
shared a desire and willingness to continue these con-
versations and dismantle systemic obstacles, both the 
visible and invisible, that stand in the way of what Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. called the Beloved Community. 
I'm sure you'll be hearing more about that from our 
ministry teams in the months to come!

When Beth and Jae asked me to lead this study, I was 
so glad to share in this reading with my church family. 
I was initially planning to read the book alone! I was 
truly moved by and deeply appreciative of my sisters 
and brothers at Mount Vernon for teaching context 
and sharing such personal experiences of what they 
knew and didn't know about lynchings, helping to 
frame why we are where we are today as a society. 

My personal main takeaway from the book was the 
emphasis on the paradox of the cross. The cross is not 
just a symbol of salvation, it is also a brutal means by 
which a dominant group publicly executed oppressed 
groups. This emphasis was and is a deep connec-
tion point to marginalized Christians everywhere, 
especially to the Black community through the 
frighteningly similar experience of lynchings. What 
other examples of systems and symbols in our world 
today contain such contradictory messages? How has 
your faith journey helped you on a pathway toward 
transformative justice, forgiveness, mercy, and abiding 
love for all? What is our call as a church community 
to bring our collective faith journey to life through 
ministry in this moment in time?

Thanks be to God for the stirring in our souls 
and the example that he gave in the life and 
lessons of Jesus Christ, which lead us to turn 
our eyes, our hearts, and our care toward 
love, belonging, justice, and the Beloved 
Community in the here and now. 

Friends, may it be on earth as it is in heaven, 
                                           – Megan Gould

Mount Vernon Members Reflect on Racism Study

“This class has given me hope for the future. 
It was a chance to hear the comments and 
ideas of intelligent, caring people in our church. 
We looked closely at how the mistreatment of  
people with a different skin-color is in direct op-
position to the teachings of Christ, who throughout  
scripture emphasized care of the underprivileged, 
the widowed, and the ill. Ignoring and refusing to talk 
about this mistreatment only allows it to continue. 
Now is the time for all to decide if they are truly disci-
ples of Christ. If so, it is time to get involved in making 
specific changes to abolish racism in our country and 
the world. I’m looking forward to the next steps taken 
at Mount Vernon UMC.”    – Ann Hurt

“It was very meaningful to meet with a group of  
people at Mount Vernon who were committed to 
learning more about the impact of racism in our 
culture. We are committed to educating ourselves 
further and to being agents for change. We dream of 
Beloved Community, a society based on justice, equal 
opportunity, and love of one's fellow human beings 
– exactly the Kingdom of God that Jesus was talking 
about. And we want to be part of making this a reality.”
                                                                – Beth Bauman

“The class was a good start. We discussed the 
many reasons why there is a large number of young 
black men in prisons. Generational poverty, crime 
due to little opportunity to progress socially and 
economically, poor mental health, false arrests, racial 
profiling, all resulting in frustration and lack of hope 
for the future.  It is time for our nation to unite and 
work to resolve these issues. Instead of just talk, we 
need specific action by each of us, such as care and 
respect for all people and involvement by sharing 
ideas to solve specific problems.”     – J G Hurt 
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Sixteen Mount Vernon members attended this study. Thank you to Megan Gould for  excellent leadership!



We are so thrilled that Brendan deAristizabal, a 
lifelong member of Mount Vernon Church and 
member of our Boy Scout Troop 300, chose to 
renovate the downstairs Youth Room for his Eagle 
Scout project. 
This room is used by our youth groups, Boy Scouts,  
Girl Scouts, Children’s House, and Alcoholics 
Anonymous. 
Initially, Brendan planned to repair damaged 
sheetrock and put a wooden protective baseboard 
around the bottom of the room. As he and his dad  
got into the project, they expanded their vision 
greatly and left us with a totally transformed room!  

Damaged louvered doors covering the window wells 
were replaced with solid coverings; the lower parts 
of the walls and doors which were easily damaged 
were replaced with wood; attractive wood trim was 
installed throughout the room, the walls and closet 
doors were freshly painted, and the lighting was 
upgraded to bright and energy-efficient LED. 
Brendan and his parents spent about 600 hours on 
this project! 
Thank you so much, Brendan, Beth, Ashley, and the 
others who helped, for the generous gift of time 
and talents you gave to benefit our church! It is a 
wonderful gift and is deeply appreciated. 

Brendan deAristizabal’s Completed Eagle Scout Project: Wow!

Above:   “After” –  a panoramic view of the finished project

Below:   “Before” – damaged drywall

More project photos are on the next page.



Above: Brendan explains repairs made on 
the louvered closet doors

Bottom left: Grandparents Richard 
and Betty Turner help 

Bottom right: Brendan’s mom

Above:  Children’s House kids see  
their bright “new” play space. 

At right:  Brendan and his dad  build  
frames to close off window wells.

Below:  Rewiring lighting fixtures 
for LED bulbs

Eagle Scout project transforms 
Mount Vernon’s youth room



September Birthdays
  1 Jesse Mayhew, III 
 Charles Sampson
  2 Phyllis Acker 
 Thomas Underwood Jr.
  3 Chris Griffith 
 DeDe Moyer
  4 Jeff Clifton
  5 Cathy Grogan 
 Thomas O’Neill, III
  6 Lauren Slayton
  8 Glen Milam  
 Matkins Milligan 
 Kelly Grogan Jordan
  9 Cathy Darkis 
 Joan Marley
10 Saunders Milligan  
 Gene Saunders
11 Berkley Keck, Sr. 
 Jeff Rudder 
 Bill Stephens, Jr. 
 Dorothy Stephens 
 Betty Yates
13 Adam Caldwell
15 Lester Payne
16 Taylor Daniels Wilhelm 
 Briggs Bauman
17 Sidney Harris 
 Jean Read
18 Brendan deAristizabal 
 Jerry Franks 
 Wayne Wall
19 Mark Leggett
21 Jennifer Caldwell 
 Lyn Joyce 
 Lindsay Payne 

  1 Patrick Clifton 
 Rob Coleman 
 Nell Fredericksen 
 Jason Payne
  2 Fred Duncan
  3 Jimmy Anglea 
 Scott Pearce
  4 Juliet Cho
  5 Eric Keck 
 Katherine Milam
  6 Alana Mitchell
  7 Ali Stephens-Pickeral
  8 Melissa Charles 
 Bobbye Ray Womack
10 Wyatt Scott

October Birthdays

At home:  Berkeley & Van Keck, 
Frances Stoneburner, Bill Hardy,  

Rev. Joyce Johnson, Dorothy Stephens 
At Blue Ridge Rehab:  Betty Jennings

At Roman Eagle:  Marian Adkins,  Tom Darkis
At Commonwealth/Stratford House:   

Ruth Waggoner 

  
A gift in memory of Patrick Martin, 

grandson of Glenn & Pat Giles, 
 has been received from 

the Landis Sunday School Class.

A gift in memory of David Edmond Miller 
(brother of Ken Miller)  

has been received from Ann & J G Hurt.

Gifts in memory of Lois Bolling 
have been received from 

Frank & Eleanor Cuthrell and 
Tom & Joyce Underwood.

  
Our deepest sympathy

  
To the family of James (Jimmy) G. Swain, 

who died on August 22.
 

To Briggs Bauman and his family.  
His mother, Dixie Briggs Bauman,  

died on August 28. 

What started out as a year-long 
project of the Evangelism Committee 
became something quite different 
with the quarantine. I want to thank 
everyone who helped with the Prayer 

and Notes that went to all members we could 
contact! It became a big project that involved 
many, and in some ways it might have worked 
better than what was originally planned. 
Thanks again, sure do miss everyone and hope it 
won’t be too long until we’re together again!
                                             Beth Ranson, Chair

 Jesse Wall
22 Rebecca Daniels
23 Joanna Caldwell 
 Nancy Ingram
24 Suzanne Thompson 
 Steve Southward
25 Eddie Mitchell 
       Richard Turner 
 Carol Williamson
26 Madi Barker
27 Pat Farley
28 Mary Alice Anglea 
 Dawn Davis 
  Jean Vernon
29 Linda Burton 
 Linbeth Pierre
30 Dorothy Adkins 
 David Caldwell 
 Tammy Waters

Copies of the September – October issue of The 
Upper Room are available. You can pick up a copy  
in the glass enclosure at the fellowship hall 
entry Monday–Friday, 7  a.m.– 5:30 p.m. (Please don’t 
leave cash; add a little extra to your next regular 
donation, if you like.) Or Ann Williamson or Beth 
Bauman will be happy to deliver your copy. 

Children’s House is in need of a used refrigerator 
for one of the classrooms. If you have one to 
donate, please call Lindsay Payne at 434.548.8080.



If you are following Bishop Sharma Lewis’s 21-day scripture reading plan, you 
can access the lists online on the Virginia Conference website, vaumc.org  
Lists are also attached as appropriate to the weekly emails about our online 
services.  Or you may leave a message on the church office phone, 434.792.6834, 
and we will get a copy of the current list of readings to you.

Here’s a news flash:  We are living through extra-
ordinary times!  

Not new news, right?  

No one of us has likely ever lived through a pandemic 
before. Certainly not a pandemic, economic up-
heaval, racial conflict, election season, wildfires, 
hurricanes—all at the same time.  There are so many 
things to be aware of and attentive to. Some of 
them we should have always been, like racial justice, 
and some which are brand new, like COVID and its 
impacts.  None of us have ever lived through times 
like these.  It can be a challenge to know who to listen 
to, who to believe, and who to turn to.  It can feel, as 
one pastor described, like getting eaten up at Tetris.  
As you get closer to the top, the blocks come faster 
and faster, and it is hard to keep even, let alone make 
headway.

There is a fluidity to our lives these days which pounds 
up against some of the seawalls we have built, much 
as the waves in a hurricane do. They pound the shore, 
the rocks, the seawalls, and pour over into where 
people live.  Life in these days seems to do that too.  
The ever-increasing pace of information and change 
can make our heads and our hearts spin.  We have 
to somehow take it all in, evaluate, and react quicker 
and quicker.  When we rely only on ourselves, we 
likely will lose the game.  But, if we are able to lean 
into all the connections we are blessed with, we can 
make it through any storm, even the whirlwind we 
are living through right now.

God has created us to be in connection with one 
another.  I am not referring just to the Methodist 
Connection, although that is a blessing.  I am talking 
about the connection the Creator gave us.  We need 
each other.  We need each other, not only to survive, 
but to thrive.  The neighbor fetching groceries for the 
homebound veteran next door; the tween bringing 

the paper to the door; the mom who takes the time 
to ask her daughter’s friend if she is OK; the church 
folk who care for the pastor and their family—this is 
connection.  

We are the family of God, brothers and sisters 
in Christ, and that connection is what will see us 
through these times and all the times to come.  The 
things we let separate us, whether if it is where we 
are from, the color of our skin, our language, our 
religion, our economic status, our education (the list 
goes on and on) only separate us if we choose to let 
them separate us.  We need each other—all of each 
other—to be what we all have been created to be.  
Each person is a piece of God’s beautiful puzzle, and 
part of life is putting the pieces together. 

These days are challenging (and that is not a strong 
enough word) to be sure.  But we are not alone.  We 
have each other—all of each other.  The distinctions 
we humans make mean nothing to our Creator God.  
The words of the Psalmist above are true for me, for 
you, and for each and every human being.  Each and 
every human is a child of God.  God, who is love, uses 
all of us to relieve distress and work out troubles, 
getting all out of the net we are entangled in.  

God has given us the gift of each other.  God has given 
us the gift of love and power through Christ.  In these 
days, lean into all of that. Look, listen, and follow the 
example of Jesus.  Know that God will see us through 
this stormy time, no matter what.  Keep your eyes 
and your heart and your life fixed on the Lord.  God 
is our lighthouse, and has given each and every one 
of us the joy, blessing and responsibility of being part 
of His light. Blessings!    

DS Denise

From the Danville District Mini Newsletter,  
August 27, 2020

“My eyes are ever toward the Lord, for he will pluck my feet out of the net.  
Relieve the troubles of my heart, and bring me out of my distress.”  

Psalm 25: 15, 17 (NRSV)


